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The Seven Principles Of A The Seven Principles Of A 
Just DivorceJust Divorce

Interview With John Weaver
BY HELEN MURRAY

JJohn Weaver is a Christian family law attorney who has 
himself experienced divorce, presided over divorce courts as 
magistrate, seminarian, teacher and counselor on marriage 
and divorce and is very earnest to apply God’s Word in those 

areas.
 
During a Pastoral and Social Ethics course he wrote an article 
called “A Just Divorce, or Just a Divorce.” This effort provided 
the concept of the Just (= righteous) War which he used in his 
master’s thesis to summarize Biblical teaching.
 
Your topic, “The Seven Principles of a Just Divorce: Biblical 
Wisdom and Legal Insight” is much needed by many 
distressed people. Christians seem to divorce at much the 
same rate as those outside the faith. What are your comments 
on this phenomenon?
Though there have been sources that claim the divorce rate for 
both Christians and non-Christians is about the same, Barna 
Group’s research concluded that Christians who go to church on a 
regular basis are less likely to divorce than the general population. 
And while an active faith seems to lead to more stable marriages, 
there are biblical grounds for divorce that church leaders need 
to consider when counseling their members. This book sets forth 
some principles for a Christian to consider when faced with divorce.
 
You suggest that divorce must, in the end, attempt to promote 
good and avoid evil and can really only be instituted by the 
wronged spouse. How well would that summarize everything?
 As part of the divorce decision, the wronged spouse’s motives 
are also significant, and divorce should still be viewed as a last 
recourse when reasonable attempts at reconciliation have been 
unsuccessful, and fair goals should be sought. 

Examples of a greater evil than divorce would be suffering 
ongoing physical abuse by the spouse or the persistent desertion 
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by a spouse who has moved 
in with a mistress. Even 
though the wronged spouse 
may express forgiveness, that 
doesn’t necessarily require 
reconciliation. Divorce may be a 
legitimate consequence. 
 
You speak of being a lightning 
rod for your client’s anger. 
Why is it helpful for attorneys 
to have some counseling 
experience?
Often an attorney bears the 
brunt of a client’s charged 

emotions, and it’s important for 
an attorney to be understanding 
in addressing a client’s anger. 

We experience otherwise 
civil people at the most awful 
moments in their lives. Attorneys 
have to practice good listening 
skills, particularly as clients 
often disclose serious matters 
that they haven’t told even 
a family member or closest 
friend. In terms of counseling 
or psychological aspects, 
attorneys would refer a client 
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to a professional or pastor for 
appropriate counseling. When 
attorneys advise or counsel their 
clients, they may refer not only to 
law but to other considerations – 
such as moral, economic, and 
social factors – that may be 
relevant to the client’s situation. 

Attorneys need to be aware of 
child developmental stages,  of 
grief, cycle of domestic violence 
and indicators of abuse, 
substance abuse, the effects of 
high levels of parental conflict 
on children, and other significant 
aspects. 
 
What are the main ways in 
which a church can support 
a married couple who have 
become involved in divorce 
proceedings? 
I don’t think churches fully 
understand the tremendous 
spiritual, emotional, legal, and 
financial stress – as well as 
sense of loss – that those going 
through divorce are experiencing 
over an extended period of time. 

Churches also should seek to 
engage with the couple, most 
likely with each individually, and 
to try to understand and address 
the family’s needs – spiritual and 
emotional, as well as practical 
and financial – as much as 
possible. 

A deacon or similar person could 
inquire of their needs.  The loss 
of established relationships 
within a church is often part 
of the collateral damage and 
maintaining relationships with 
someone going through divorce 
is an important source of support 
for both the parents and children. 
Unfortunately, there’s often only 

a casual or informal connection 
between a couple going through 
divorce and a church. That 
makes a church’s oversight, 
counseling, and engagement 
difficult. 

In this regard, it may be 
appropriate and helpful for 
churches in a community to 
communicate and develop 
relationships so that they may 
offer a coordinated loving 
response to those going through 
divorce who are attending 
different churches.

It’s also important to recognize 
that a person may be reluctant to 
share details of marriage issues, 
so churches should not be hasty 
and harsh. Churches should pay 
special attention to one who has 
been subjected to abuse. 

Justin and Lindsay Holcomb 
stress that churches should 
become knowledgeable about 
abuse and its effects, reflect the 
fact that God cares for those who 
are at risk, don’t blame the victim, 
offer comfort and protection, and 
communicate hope and healing 
for the victim. 

When an abusive marriage 
is not reconciled, the church 
should wholeheartedly support 
the divorce survivor of abuse 
and her family. Churches should 
respect the decision to divorce 
from an innocent spouse who 
has been wronged by a spouse’s 
adultery, desertion, or abuse.

You speak of the grounds for 
divorce as adultery, desertion 
(including consistent breaking 
of marriage vows) and abuse 
as the three grounds which 

can possibly justify divorce 
for Christians, and say that the 
final decision is in the hands 
of the couple, not the church. 
What is the church’s approach 
to a divorce it believes is not 
justified?
 A church may provide a helpful 
referral to counseling as well 
as valuable insight to help an 
estranged couple avoid – or at 
least not rush into – a divorce. 

That said, when reasonable 
attempts at reconciliation have 
been unsuccessful, a church 
may also be able to offer helpful 
guidance in sorting through 
the last-resort divorce options. 
Certainly, it would be appropriate 
to involve the church in efforts 
to determine the legitimacy 
of pursuing divorce when the 
couple’s estrangement cannot 
be remedied. 

One approach, a reconciliation/
discipline dynamic, addresses 
interpersonal wrongs according 
to Matthew 18:15-17 principles 
and could be applied, and might 
ultimately lead to an unrepentant 
spouse being treated as an 
unbeliever who is outside the 
Christian community. 

The innocent spouse would 
be permitted to divorce for 
desertion and would be free to 
remarry (1 Corinthians 7:15). 
Practical difficulties do arise 
when attempts are made to 
apply these principles. 

Often, for example, one of the 
spouses is not a committed 
Christian or formally connected 
to a church. Or maybe neither 
spouse is a member of any 
church, or the two spouses 
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belong to different churches 
that have disparate views of 
church discipline and handling 
estranged marriages. 

Realistically, church involvement 
is no guarantee of a restored 
relationship. There may be 
no effective way of resolving 
the matter. On its own, the 
reconciliation/discipline dynamic 
is often impractical, and this 
approach may prove incapable 
of bringing about repentance, 
forgiveness, and reconciliation. 

This approach may be especially 
problematic in an abuse situation 
where the victim’s safety must 
be the highest priority. Often, 
the question of legitimacy of 
a divorce first arises when 
a divorced person seeks to 
remarry. 

You talk of Christians praying, 
cultivating a dependent, 
humble grateful spirit and calm 
attitude, asking God to purify 
motives and understanding 
the other side. How many 
Christians can do this? Can 
you give an example where 
this has been effective in 
divorce proceedings?
Christians are blessed to have 
“God who works in you, both 
to will and to work for his good 
pleasure.” (Philippians 2:13). 
So, we’re not left on our own. If 
you are going through divorce 
you can be assured that God is 
concerned about every single 
one of your needs, and when 
you bring your concerns and 
anxieties before Him, you can 
be assured of His goodness, 
providence, and peace. 

Clearly, the ripping apart of a 

one-flesh relationship is never 
painless. And, shifting and 
conflicting emotions will be 
present. Yet, I’ve seen clients 
who have a peace about them 
both in the midst of negotiations 
and in the courtroom. 

Don’t get me wrong – we 
work hard to prepare for 
negotiations and litigation, but 
a deep understanding of God’s 
providence brings calm in the 
midst of the divorce storm. 
They are then able to focus on 
fairness, rather than merely their 
own rights.
 
Where have you seen an 
amazingly creative financial 
solution in a divorce 
settlement?
In one instance, the husband had 
accumulated substantial federal 
pension benefits and the wife’s 
prospective retirement benefits 
were relatively small. Upon 
retirement the husband planned 
to retire and return permanently 
to another country where his 
financial needs would be low. 

Rather than equalize the parties’ 
pension benefits, the settlement 
provided  the husband with 
about 10% of his monthly 
pension benefits and the 
balance was allocated to his wife 
who remained in the U.S. The 
share each received met their 
respective needs. 

In another case, the divorcing 
couple worked together in 
the husband’s medical office. 
Instead of the husband having 
to replace the wife’s valuable 
role in the office and to pay 
alimony, she stayed on at a fair 
salary with health insurance and 

retirement benefits. This was a 
win-win situation for them, and 
they continued to work together 
for many years. There are many 
creative solutions that spouses 
can agree upon that otherwise 
are not options for a court in a 
contested trial. 
 
“Litigation is dedicated 
to carrying on strife, not 
resolving it”. It also depletes 
the financial resources. How 
do you help someone avoid 
this trap?
I encourage clients to consider 
dispute resolution alternatives 
to litigation, such as negotiation, 
mediation, collaborative divorce, 
and Christian conciliation. 
Rather than being subject to 
a court-imposed solution, the 
parties have the freedom of 
self-determination and the 
opportunity to structure a more 
personalized, interests-based 
settlement that better meets the 
family’s specific needs. 

A vast majority of cases – 
perhaps over 90% - settle before 
a contested trial is necessary. 
Non-litigation approaches may 
substantially reduce the financial 
costs that otherwise would be 
incurred in litigation. 

I emphasize that courts aren’t 
really a means for vindication 
or a tool of personal revenge. 
Seeking personal vindication or 
vengeance is costly emotionally 
as well as financially and not 
truly attainable in court.
 
Children seem to suffer greatly 
as parents defend themselves 
and their causes. What would 
you say to parents in conflict 
about their children?
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Parents should try to keep their 
children in a “demilitarized zone,” 
sheltered from parental conflict. 

During the first two to three 
years after divorce, the level and 
intensity of parental conflict is 
the most significant factor in a 
child’s adjustment. Parents have 
the duty to limit potential harm to 
their child by reducing parental 
conflict.  

Parents need to maintain healthy 
boundaries, which John Chirban 
says, means “maintaining our 
roles as much as possible, 
supporting our children in 
their age-appropriate activities 
and behaviors, and providing 
experiences and settings for 
our children to experience their 

lives as kids.” Maintaining both 
a parent’s and child’s spiritual 
engagement – church, Sunday 
school, youth groups — can 
provide some significant stability. 

Sometimes a parent becomes 
lax in discipline or even spoils a 
child. However, children benefit 
from authoritative parenting, 
namely: consistently placing a 
child’s needs above their own 
desires; not abdicating their 
parental role; maintaining clear 
boundaries for their children; 
providing necessary guidance 
and discipline; unconditionally 
loving and cherishing their 
children. 

Discipline is a parental 
responsibility exercised for a 

child’s own good and mature 
development (Proverbs 22:15; 
23:13–14; 29:17; Hebrews 
12:11), and parents are 
admonished to “not provoke your 
children to anger but bring them 
up in the discipline and instruction 
of the Lord” (Ephesians 6:4). 

Parents should strive to manage 
their own emotions and seek to 
establish a mature co-parenting 
relationship and, consistent with 
safety, maintain the children’s 
meaningful relationship with 
both parents. Reduced parental 
conflict, authoritative parenting, 
appropriate respect for the 
other parent (Romans 13:7), 
and mature co-parenting foster 
a child’s spiritual and emotional 
welfare.
 
Thank you John Weaver. 
This book is a very astute 
tool for those facing extreme 
marital trouble. We have 
barely touched the surface 
here, but If one must face 
this situation it is better to 
do it with the great wisdom 
based in Biblical truth. Also, 
churches and ministries will 
find it valuable for counseling 
and deeper understanding of 
the scenarios they face.

Where may people find their 
copies? Do you have a website 
where more information is 
available?
 
Thank you for this opportunity to 
discuss my book. It is available 
in both paperback and Kindle 
eBook on Amazon.com. The 
website www.ajustdivorce.com 
provides more information, a link 
to Amazon.com, and additional 
contact information.




